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(57) Abstract: There is described a method of processing a serial data signal 
to generate a corresponding transformed signal, for example encoded signal. 
The method includes steps of: (a) providing one or more signature sequences; 
(b) £inalysing the serial data signal to determine therein one or more signal se- 
quences for which holds that combining such one or more signal sequences 
with said one or more signature sequences does not result in generation of ille- 
gal states; and (c) combining one or more of the determined signal sequences 
of the serial data signal with said one or more signature sequences so as to 
transform the serial data signal into the transformed signal. Moreover, there is 
also described apparatus (100) operable to execute the method and/or a corre- 
sponding inverse method. 
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